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Thames Valley VPC give award in memory of PC

Each year West Berkshire Police Cadets do the Brereton Award, in
honour of PC Roger Brereton who was killed on duty in the Hungerford
massacre in 1987.

The Hungerford Massacre took place on 19 August 1987 in
Hungerford, Berkshire, England. Michael Ryan, a 27-year-old gunman,
carried out a shooting spree in which he killed 16 people, including his
mother, and Pc Brereton.15 others were injured before the gunman
took his own life.
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It was an evening of new beginnings and fond farewells for Wakefield
Police Cadets, as the unit recently welcomed its newest cohort while
saying goodbye to a familiar face who began his own cadet journey
nine years ago.

The evening marked A/SO Ruben’s final shift as a Cadet Leader,
ahead of an exciting new chapter in his career with South Yorkshire
Police.

Ruben’s journey with Wakefield Police Cadets began when he was
just 13 years old, joining the unit’s very first cohort nine years ago.
Since then, he has progressed through the ranks from Cadet to Senior
Cadet and Cadet Leader, while also beginning his policing journey as a
Special table and, most recently, taking on the role of Acting

Throughout those nine years, Ruben
time, enthusiasm and commitme
become a popular and valued
younger cadets and helping
experiences that started hi

His departure comes at a
welcomes its newest coh
following their induction

For the new cadets, this
months and years ahead
their confidence, learn n
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Ruben's story is also a fanta
lead.

Sergeant Jonathan Sewell said:

"Ruben has been part of Wakefield Police Cadets from the very beginning, and it has been a privilege to see him
progress from a 13-year-old cadet into the person and leader he is today. He has given a tremendous amount back
to the unit and has been a fantastic role model for our cadets. He will be very sadly missed, but we are incredibly
proud to see him taking the next step in his policing career.

As we say goodbye to Ruben, we are also welcoming a brand-new group of cadets to Wakefield. Hopefully, Ruben's
story will show them just how far the opportunities, friendships and experiences that begin here can take them."

Everyone at Wakefield Police Cadets and National VPC would like to thank Ruben for everything he has contributed
to the programme and for the example he has set for those following in his footsteps.

We wish him the very best of luck as he begins his new chapter with South Yorkshire Police, and every success for
the future.
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Cumbria VPC have had a busy few weeks ¢
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. gé National Cadet Week 2026

NAT’ONAL National Cadets Week 2026 was the first-ever national celebration of the UK

Cadet Forces, which took place from 5 to 11 October 2026. The week celebrated
the achievements of Cadets and Adult Volunteers while highlighting the positive
impact of all Cadet organisations on young people and local communities.

WEEK National Cadets week was supported by His Royal Highness King Charles, who

sent a message to all Cadet organisations, pictured below. In addition, a summit
was held at Buckingham Palace, bringing representatives from Cadet
Organisations together.

During the week VPC schemes celebrated both their Cadets
and Adult Volunteer Leaders. Some examples -

BUCKINGHAM PALACE Wiltshire VPC: Wiltshire Police highlighted that its 84 cadets
28 across four sections had completed more than 670
 send 1 _ st volunteer hours since March 2026. Their work included
hfl:ﬂ?:ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ'ﬂ;} 45 Week. For o supporting community events, distributing information
leaflets and engaging with the public alongside
neighbourhood policing teams.

\;\ ‘hich involves teamwork and dire vice to the community.
For more than a century, the Cadet Forces  helped generati roung Haverlng VPC: CadEts Welcomed the Mayor Of Haveri ng to
2nd develop nee their parade evening at Emerson Park Academy. They
FOm our cities /]
s come together to learn new il i ini i i
lasting friendships and contribut sely to the communities in which they live. Showcased thE| rtrai ning and Communlty InV0|Vement'
including support at the Harold Hill open day and Trading

Standards test-purchasing activities.

At a time when young people are ;.,ru\\ ing up in ar complex and

that. Through adventure.
help young people otential, ring the qualit

experiences help nurture VPC: Cadets helped police and Special
t voung people who are prepared to make a

f}‘r:rer;-c-‘.e \\'iu'-_-].'e:verlife may take them. iverp00|'S Chinese New Year Celebrations,
I would particularly like to highlight the contribution of the adult volunteers ic engagement during a major community

who so generously give and expertis wnu\\ more t]mn ever
that we need mnr: willing v
cadets.
e Police and Crime Commissioner met
i i A

people to develop the skill  they need to flourish, while re Constabulary headquarters, discussed
making a valuable contribution to the future \welll:n:] ng of our United Kingdom. Ny N .. B,

s and policing priorities, answered their

CHARLES R. anked them for their contribution to local

North Wales VPC: The Police and Crime Worcestershire VPC: Cadets from across

Commissioner met cadets to mark National Cadets North Worcestershire attended the High Sheriff's
Week. Highlighting volunteering, community Shrieval Service at Worcester Cathedral. New cadets
projects, personal development and practical training helped welcome dignitaries and guests and assisted
such as first aid, alongside the benefits of developing with the collection, developing confidence and
leadership, teamwork and communication. communication skills at a formal civic event.

Workington VPC: Workington VPC welcomed
Maryport Army Cadets (pictured right) for a joint
session focused on learning, teamwork and shared
activities. This provided an opportunity for young
people from different cadet organisations to work
together.
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Humberside VPC: Humberside Police used the Dorset VPC: Dorset Police highlighted the

first National Volunteer Police Cadet Week to development of its cadet scheme from one unit
showcase the different aspects of its cadet in Bournemouth to five units across the county.
scheme and recognise the contribution cadets The force used National Cadets Week to

make to policing. recognise cadets and volunteer leaders and

explain the scheme's benefits to young people

Coventry VPC: Coventry Cadets (pictured right) have helped
many charities through Fundraising, collections, and support.

They collected for the Coventry Refugee & Migrant Centres
‘Coventry Destitution Fund’, which is “a vital lifeline for those
seeking safety in Coventry”

They concentrated on collecting:

e Food: Adequate food to
being.

e Clothing for the c
and gloves.

Healthcare:

deodorant

e they were joined
deliver an

tes, supports, and
The event aimed
nt opportunities,
rganisations and

Malton VPC: swapped
filled Bingo Night at retire
Court in Malton.

Residents enjoyed an evening o
and plenty of bingo calls, all organise
cadets. From donating prizes, to handing o
the numbers and chatting with residents, the cadets
outstanding confidence, teamwork, and community spirit
throughout the event.

The evening was a great opportunity to bring generations
together, create new connections, and celebrate the positive

impact young people can have in their local communities. A huge well done to all the cadets involved for making the
event such a success and helping to spread smiles during Cadet Week!

NATIONAL
WEEK




National VPC newsletter October 2026
e

17 cadets and 4 leaders from Sussex Police’s Brighton
& Hove VPC Unit went on their residential Cadet
Camp at PGL Liddington for 2026 where they were
able to take part in a whole heap of fun activities. The
cadets pushed themselves to take part in; laser tag,
archery, laser clay shooting, paddleboarding, crate
climbing and trapeze, alongside a whole load of team
building activities with a healthy dose of competition!

to try
and for some it may have been their
e who had their last camp, we
esidentials and will
27.
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adets eased into their
GL games, ready for an
e next morning.

ay kicked off with the vertical
challenge and a survivor session where
they had to navigate the wilderness to
set up a shelter.

A quick break for lunch followed, before
they headed to the lake for a raft
building session, with varying success!

A quick game of archery tag rounded off
the daytime activities. Finally, they
wrapped up the evening with a campfire.

For the last day, the cadets demonstrated their teamwork to scale Jacob’s ladder before a game of laser tag. Still
eager to cram more in the cadets took a leap off the trapeze before going on to the axe throwing. Finally, the
cadets boarded the bus to return home. A weekend thoroughly enjoyed by all, where their teamwork,
communication, and survival skills were put to the test
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The Welwyn & Hatfield Police Cadets recently enjoyed a fascinating visit to
Stevenage Custody Suite, gaining a rare behind-the-scenes insight into one of
the most important and often unseen areas of modern policing.

For many Cadets, a Police Custody environment is something they have only

| . ever encountered through television dramas and documentaries. The
— ’ opportunity to step inside a real Custody suite, view a Cell, and learn about
' JV:“ the processes that take place following an arrest provided a valuable and eye-

opening experience.

The evening offered a highly interactive introduction to the custody process,

enabling Cadets to see first-hand how detainees are processed, cared for and
managed while in police detention. The session highlighted the vital role that
custody staff play in ing the welfare, safety, and legal rights of those

/T _ia

Cadets were able to take partin a ra
including providing DNA sample
B.0.S.S. chair and experiencing
activities brought the criminz
the procedures, safeguard
day.

The visit also provided an excellent opportun and gain a deeper understanding of the
challenges and responsibilities associated with custody opera . Seeing these processes first-hand offered a
unique perspective on a specialist area of policing that is rarely visible to the public.

The session was engaging, informative and thought-provoking throughout, providing Cadets with a greater
appreciation of the work carried out within custody suites and furthering their understanding of the wider criminal
justice system. Experiences such as these continue to form an important part of the Police Cadet programme, helping
young people learn more about policing and the many different roles that contribute to keeping communities safe.
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Gwent Cadets recently went to the assistance of a vulnerable 86-year-old man.

His fence had been damaged by an individual spray painting his newly installed fencing with a Nazi symbol and some
names. The homeowner was unable to paint the fence due to his age, an added issue was that the fence was
overlooked by a local primary school.

Gwent leaders had received the report,
secured funding from our Positive

ct Fund, secured the paint and
and rounded up 4 awesome
nd some of their Sunday
ntleman by painting his
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Junior Cadets explore History, Democracy and Teamwork

This summer, Kent Police Cadets' Junior Cadet groups enjoyed two memorable
educational visits, giving young people the opportunity to learn, explore and
build friendships outside of their regular cadet sessions.

Junior Cadets from Medway and Maidstone visited the Houses of Parliament,
where they gained a fascinating insight into how the country is governed.

The cadets were able to explore parts of Parliament not normally open to the
public and learn about the role of Members of Parliament and the democratic
process. The visit brought classroom learning to life and provided a valuable

introduction to public service and government.

Meanwhile, Junior Cadets fro
they explored the historic c
of activities including the

The maze challenge pr
together, communic

Despite many cade
impact of the Juni
teamwork and soc
and cadets embra

Not to be out done
Light the Lakes in C
Garden in the Nethe

d Europe, including
nd Operation Market

experiences, they all

e their comfort zones,

er what they were capable of
ountains and completing long-
oring sites of historical significance and
ternational commemorative events, cadets
en opportunities to learn in ways that cannot be
replicated in a classroom.

The overseas visits to Normandy and Arnhem also provided powerful
opportunities to reflect on the sacrifices made by previous generations.
Walking historic battlefields and visiting military cemeteries helped
bring history to life and encouraged cadets to gain a deeper
appreciation of service, courage and remembrance.

Feedback from parents and guardians highlighted increased
confidence, maturity and independence among participants,
demonstrating the lasting impact these experiences can have on young
people. For the volunteers who support the programme, seeing cadets
grow in confidence and achieve more than they thought possible
remains one of the most rewarding aspects of their role.
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West Yorkshire ‘Salvagers’

West Yorkshire Police Cadet Leaders Sgt Stuart
Clarke and PC Sally Baines spent their August Bank
Holiday Monday at Leeds Festival......well, the
aftermath of the Leeds Festival!

Sgt Clarke and PC Baines, who are part of the
Kirklees VPC Leadership Team, signed up to be
"Salvagers" and were given 5hrs access to the

campsites and everything the festival goers had
left behind. Both were in a state of shock at the >,
sheer number of items - tents, sleeping bags, i
self-inflating mats as far as the eye could see,

g cot bed and even

rt of Cadets
touch with
Ivaged will be

The pair were amo
from groups and ch
scouring the fields fo
as Scout groups on the
Foodbanks looking for u
one charity later said they"
% a tonne of food found left b
local Leeds foodbank.

"Salvagers" applications usually open in
Spring for both Reading and Leeds
Festival sites, and applicants are subject
to a PNC Check. You have to be part of an
organisation or Charity in order to be
accepted, and the only window of
opportunity to salvage is from 3pm to
8pm on the Bank Holiday Monday after
the Festivals have ended.

It is well worth doing if you want to get extra kit for your Units - a lot of the items found were good quality brands,
and they had only been used for that weekend! Some items were unused and still had the tags on. Not only can
you kit out your Cadets, but you are doing your bit to save the items from going to landfill. Look out for social
media posts by Festival Republic who run both Reading and Leeds Festivals for details on how to sign up to salvage.
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Merseyside attend Emergency Services Show ‘7'

THE
EMERGENCY
SERVICES
SHOW

\

The event brought together blue light, rescue
professionals. As Europe’s leading ever
resilience, it featured cutting-edg

value networking, and deep

This year marked the 2C
invites through a pa
VPC and are give
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In September 15 cadets from Merseyside VPC attended
the Emergency Service Show at the NEC, Birmingham. The
Cadets had a great time, speaking with stallholders and
also meeting other Volunteer Police Cadets from around
the country.
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Wolverhampton Cadets - Cadets supported by
their Cadet Leaders, accompanied PC Tatchell and
PC Evans with a patrol in Wolverhampton City
Centre. Cadets were given a briefing over the
issues that have been arising at the local skate
park. With a view of identifying what changes can
be made and how the skate park could be made
safer, they were tasked by PC Tatchell to have a
look around and identify any key features of th
park that may be creating opportunitie

Sutton Cold
partin a vari
bleep test.

Cadet Comman
career in Policin

Out of 8 Cadets who

Cadets had a great time
Feedback from Cadets was t
demands of Policing and the har
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In August several cadets from all 6 Suffolk units
(Ipswich, Martlesham, Bury, Stowmarket,
Lowestoft & Sudbury), visited Holland as part of the
annual international activity trip. As per previous trips, the purpose of this trip was for the cadets to experience a
new country and culture, often including attempts at speaking the language, a little bit of history, team building

through working and spending time with cadets from other units that they might otherwise meet only twice a
year, and ultimately have some fun.

Day 1 started with a very early rise to make the
gathering at Landmark House for 6.15am,
followed by a minibus journey to Folkestone for
the Eurotunnel trip to the continent. For at least
one cadet this was his first time on the
Eurotunnel train and his first experience of
Europe. Once arrived at Calais, it was an onwar
journey of approximately 4 hours to thei
campsite, Eurocamping Vessem.

This is a very large site with
pitches, shop and ice-cre
tents and gazebos, an
allowed some chill ti

Is, mini-golf course, football
e to offload the vans, pitch
the meal, cadets were
night)!

cadets as they had
ival, they parked up

to give to a stran

The scavenger hunt end
we then boarded a canal b
canals.

Whilst on the boat, the guide was ve
the reason behind the number of canals in
some of the houses overlooking the canals lean outwards, the
differences in the houseboats parked at the side of the canals
etc. Again, most of the cadets found the experience interesting
and it was quite relaxing after the earlier 2 hour walk around
the city.

To finish off their day in Amsterdam, the cadets were
introduced to, and able to make, their own
Stroopwaffel provided through The Flagship Waffle
Experience. Cadets and leaders were provided with
ingredients and instructions, and over the next hour
each created a waffle that was approx. 12” across and
decorated with chocolate, caramel and sweets of their
own choosing. They were very tasty, but VERY sweet!
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Day 3, it was a slightly later rise before it was time to
head to Efteling Theme Park for a day of
rollercoasters and log flumes.

Not much more needs to be said about this day,
other than all, cadets and leaders both, had huge fun
and some even challenged themselves with their
first ever rollercoaster.

rted off with another later

The cadets found
the site was only

Day 5 —early ris
the onward jou

Overall, yet an
culture or food,
learning some n

Here's to the pla
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Do you have a story that can be shared with everyone?
Has your Cadet unit done something to shout about?
If so, contact us at —

vpc.admin@vpc.police.uk

SCAN ME




