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Welcome to the June 2024 edition
of the National VPC Newsletter.
This issue highlights the activities
& achievements of VPC Units,
Cadets, and Leaders across the

Police Forces of England & Wales
and as you will read, Cadets have Do you have a story that can be shared with

been ‘Springing’ into action. everyone? Has your Cadet unitdone something
to shout about?

If so, contactus at - vpc.admin@vpc.police.uk

Follow us -



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ-vIgszHu064Oh5TCqG7mg
https://www.instagram.com/vpcnational/
https://twitter.com/NationalVPC
mailto:vpc.admin@vpc.police.uk
https://www.facebook.com/VolunteerPoliceCadets/
https://www.vpc.police.uk/
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At Lancashire Constabulary's recent Citizens in Policing
Awards 2024, Ellie Beardsworth (left) became South
Division Cadet Leader of the year.

Ellie joined as a Police Cadet in 2021 and left at the age of
18, then applied to be a Cadet Leader at Chorley & South
Ribble Cadefs.

Ellie has consistently attended the weekly sessions and has
played a crucial role in mentoring some of the senior
female cadets who have been struggling with issues at
home and College, linking in with them weekly and being a
fantastic listener. ]

=

Ellie has recently been successful in joining the Constabulary as a member of staff in the
HQ Safer Roads Unit Department. Ellie is a fantastic role model to the Cadets, building
trust, gaining confidence and building ips.

2023/2024
2024, and they had
ice cadets in

e Chief Constable
ented with several
ighout the evening.

past 12 months has
perational hours, making a

massive impact in supporting the gy, reducing knife crime and being
great ambassadors for the organisation. d in 2023 supporting Operation Lightyear
(Eurovision Song Contest 2023) which showcased the cadets worldwide!

Some of the events that the cadets have supported over the year - Fairness in Policing Scrutiny
Panels, Liverpool Christmas Markets HVP, Primary school knife reduction talks, Firework test
purchasing, Alcohol test purchasing, Knife test purchasing, Op Lightyear HVP, Operation Sceptre knife
crime test purchasing, ASB week of action, OpenLand Searches/weapon sweeps, Operation Shepherd
(antirobbery Christmas HVP events), Liverpool Chinese New Year HVP, Operation Ashville hotel CSE
test purchasing and training, Violence Against Woman and Girls (VAWG) events, Missing Person Unit
attachments, Merseyside Community events, Police and Crime Commissioner crime prevention leaflets
drops around Merseyside. School Careers events promoting the cadet’s programme..... WOW!
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South Wales hold first attestation in 4 years.

The first South Wales Police Youth Volunteer
Attestation Ceremony in four years took place in
the impressive surroundings of Margam Orangery
(pictured left) in March.

Over 90 young people, witnessed by their families,
took the Police Youth Volunteer Oath. They were
then called individually onto the stage to collect
their Attestation Certificates from Assistant

ief Constable Danny Richards and to have an

The young people and their families, from
across our force area, were treated to t
sights and sounds of the SWP Mo
Section, the Halberdiers, and

Wales Police Band.

Both ACC Danny Richar
and the then Police an
Alun Michael addres
gathering of over 3
Richards welcomed
encouraged them *t
promise to serve th
take pride in being p
Police family.

olice Youth Volunteer
ales’ name for their
le concept. It aims to
14 - 18-year-olds to be good
ens by volunteering in their
communities, learning about policing and
by giving young people a chance to be
heard. It's a simple concept but it has
transformational effects. It transforms the young people involved. They learn new skills, gain
confidence, and are exposed to unique opportunities. It transforms our PYV leaders as they engage with
and learn from the perspectives of our young people who inspire and challenge them.

It transforms our communities as they become safer and more cohesive places to live." Reflecting on
the event, he added "It was a privilege to formally welcome our PYVs to South Wales Police. It was a
fantastic evening and a fitting way to recognise the contribution which these young people make to their
communities."
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Mr Michael (left) used his speech to challenge the negative image of
young people often portrayed in the media and said that he found
young people in today's generation to be as engaged as any that has
come before.

He also encouraged the young people to take advantage of the
scheme, to learn new skills, make friends and fo have fun.

@_Blackpool & Flyde Cadets heritage project

ve been taking part
ign, development,
Fylde Memorial

Historic England
and encouraging
ighlight the value

Blackpool and Fylde iative and chose to

focus their efforts o

A Cadet 'Arboretum Co
Cadets and two volunteer

with a membership of 10

A plinth was donated by the Fylde
plaques have been engraved with informa
Blackpool and Fylde area since 1893.

ded by Young Voices Heard. The
who lost their lives whilst on duty in the

Project Lead and Volunteer Cadet Leader Steve Smith said: "We are really proud of this project and
everything that the Cadets have achieved in putting this together. All Cadets in the committee had
responsibilities and tasks, which provided them with an insight into project management, introduced
them to new skills and also the fulfilment of completing such a worthwhile, lasting cause.

7 —=A

Young Voices Historic
Heard England
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Cleveland Cadets awarded for prevention work! *

Cleveland Police Cadets were nominated for a National Crimebeat
2024 Award by the High sheriff of North Yorkshire Clare Granger.

The nomination was in respect of their work around crime prevention
and knife crime. A few of the cadets along with leaders and Citizens
in Policing co-ordinators travelled to London for the event in March.

The cadets finished in the top six nationally and received a highly
commended award, with a £500 prize and an open top bus trip around
the landmarks of London plus a trip on the London Eye and finished
with a surprise visit to 10 Downing Street as a reward for all their
hard work.

. Itwasa great
E experience and day
out especially fo

1y
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{ Brighton & Hove learn water safety & clean up.

ove Police Cadets, part of
h to visit the RNLI
arnt about the
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And in May 2024 the Brighton and Hove Police
Cadets, part of Sussex Police, hit the green
spaces around Hangleton to clear it of rubbishand
litter. They targeted Downland Drive, part of
Hangleton Way and a footpath behind the back of
Kings School.

Although there was a bit of rain, the Cadets were
not deterred and managed fo collect over 15 bags
of rubbish. Members of the community praised
the Cadets for volunteering their time and said
that they made a big difference.

The Cadets plan on another litter pick next week
to continue their efforts of making the city a
nicer place to live.
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Since 2022, a unique partnership between
Volunteer Police Cadets, led by the City of
London VPC and the Metropolitan Police's
Tower Hamlets VPC, Brussels police cadets
in Belgium and Gendarmerie cadets in
France, has seen Cadets and their VPC
leaders had outstanding experiences and

frips both in London and in Belgium.

Now the Cadets and colleagues from UK,
Belgium and France have had a fantastic
opportunity together in France.

The City of London & Tower Hamlets VPC's travelled to Paris, to meet their Cadet counterparts from
PolBru (Brussels police) and the Gendarmerie cadets from France.

They all made lifelong memories, giving t ional experience and opportunities to
learn about policing outside of

e signing and ceremony
eement between

and the




National VPC newsletter June 2024

Kentintroduces an exciting new Cadet camping programme.

The great outdoors just got a bit more accessible for Kent Cadets with the launch of a new camping
programme tailored for their Volunteer Police Cadets. The initiative kicked of f with a fantastic Level 1
training day held on the last Saturday of April at a picturesque Scout campsite in Maidstone.

Also, in April Herfc
base for the weekenc
which was fo carry their
obstacle course without dropp

After setting up the camp, they then took pc
range of police related scenarios including stop and
search, a vehicle stop, an area search with a sniffer
dog, aroad traffic collision and a mock domestic abuse
situation which resulted in a frip to custody.
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The cadets also took part in several fun team building
exercises including axe throwing, water challenges and
an obstacle course.

After everything they had learnt, it was time for the
group to put their new skills to the test where they
took part in patrolling a mock public order shift.

The following day, the cadets had to work together to
come up with a plan on how to police a mock rock
concert, which was then subject to a ferrorist attack.

Broxbourne Cadet Leader Bob Cox said: "It was amazing to
see the cadets from different groups come together and
work as a team. They all worked brilliantly together and
have hopefully learnt new skills which they can apply to
different situations.”

"Being part of the police cade
new friends, learn new ski
community. It is also
to college or unive



https://www.herts.police.uk/police-forces/hertfordshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/police-support-volunteers/police-cadets/police-cadets/
https://www.herts.police.uk/police-forces/hertfordshire-constabulary/areas/careers/careers/police-support-volunteers/police-cadets/police-cadets/
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Cadets from Warwickshire Walk 500 miles (and more....!

In April Warwickshire Cadets completed a
24-hour sponsored walk to raise money for
Shine A Light Childhood Cancer Support a
local charity.

The cadets took it in shifts and between all
of them they managed to walk 557 miles i
around Police Headquarters and have raised a -»-';:
fantastic amount of £5,590 which is an -
incredible amount of money that will help so
many people.

-

To find out more about our services
and how you can help us, visit

If you'd like to make a donation, you for fa m i I ies

can support st affected by
Could you be our corporate childhood
partner?

Corporate partners are vital to the delivery our Concer

services, and we're always looking to get involved
with brands that share our values and want to help
us make a difference. If you're a business seeking a
charity to support, wed love to explore the potentil
of a mutually beneficial partnership. Please get in

“ y

wwwi.shinealight.uk.
X Shine ‘
% J
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Merseyside have been busy.

During May 2024, the Merseyside Police Cadets have assisted
with Sceptre, national knife crime week of action.

The Merseyside Police Cadets have been carrying out retailer
visits across the hotspot locations of Merseyside, speaking to
knife retailers and providing advice and support in relation o
safe selling and displaying of knives, Challenge 25 checks,
knife sale refusal logs and providing legislation updates.

The cadetsalso attended at retailers to speak to
them about displaying knife surrender posters
within their businesses, in which over 100 posters
were put up in shops and businesses.

In June the Cadets were
highly visible at the launch of
the Queen Anne in Liverpool
and met celebrities such as
Katarina Johnson-Thompson
(pictured far left with Cadets)
actor Celia Imrie, and they got
a wave of f Posh Spicel
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Sussex PCSO feels benefit of support from VPC. 2

= 3

In May Crawley Police Community Support Officer Chandler was supported by Crawley VPC at a
community event in the town's Memorial Gardens and the Cadets certainly made a big impression.

PCSO CHANDLER said -

"I had the very great pleasure of
working with the Crawley (VPC) and it
was a day where my faith in humanity
was well and truly restored. The
event was called BACKstage, run
annually and was a free event to
celebrate local music, dance art

close to the ban
performers put

As the Town
with the Co

and they we round them.
They were ced on upon
them. They, les, dressing

up as Police eful bits of
assistance to

- ' 1 Y | — much of my time in
] | ial Gardens and I can
e a much less positive
experience, but this was
entirely dif ferent thanks to
the generous support given
by the VPC.

It's a well done to them all
and I hope I get to work

e SN b - oy o 3. with them all again in the
B T e ol CONAIIN D = 5 S P B T s ~'!‘/"-*< i AT e ] "
A R e e IR iy P il e N o it future.
AL i o R B »»»a e s TN
o’ T A N . %_‘ ,., gt

Cadetsacross all Police Forces attend local community events to of fer support both o Neighbourhood
Policing Teams but also to local community groups. They always carry out their task with enthusiasm
and a smile !
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In May, 4 of Nottinghamshire's Police Cadets
attended the Bags of Blessings Spring Fair in order
to show their support for Bags of Blessings, a
charity local to Nottingham, who distribute donated
gifts to deprived young people across
Nottinghamshire.

The Police Cadets assisted with the running of stalls,
such as the teddy bear tombola, whilst also
supporting local PCSOs in showcasing a Police vehicle
to both the children and adults in attendance at the
event.

Thank you to the Police Cadets and Police Cadet Leaders who attended on the day and well done
for all your hard work.

And in June three of Nottinghamshire's

ice Cadets attended the Pretty Muddy
event held at Holme Pierpont
Sports Centre.

olice Cadets
volunteers present
three waves of
waves of adult

Once all waves had
Cadets and Leaders
community engagemen
of the public.

The Police Cadets showed me
public how the sirens and lights on
police carsoperate and allowed themtotry -~ . <
on items of Police uniform. S A

v»)-s‘:é\' RS .‘"'
PEITREE



https://www.bagsofblessingsnottingham.org/
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North Wales Assistant Chief Constable Gareth Evans hosted Cuppa & Cake at North Wales Police
HQ as part of National Volunteers week with assistance from North Wales VPC.

NPT teams to conduct tes
purchase operations i
the sale of underag
articles and assi
safer street
delivering tt

fundraising in style; they
completed a skydivel

In total they have raised £2,072. In May they attended THE EAST ANGLIAN AIR AMBULANCE
base in Norwich for a four and to present the money.
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A few years ago, Newport City Council offered one of their large walls
underneath the M4 motorway to become a tolerated street art wall. It
was the first in Newport and was very well received with some amazing 3 oo
artwork being on display. The walls come with a few basic rules for the . k
artists to follow, and have been respected by each of the artists who
attend to paint.. In November 2023, one of the local Councillors in
Newport, of fered the services of Gwent VPC for a 2nd area that was being
planned in Newport.

This area identified is called Jacks Wharf and is part of the
Riverside Walk on the Pill side of the River Usk, Newport. This
early 1800's, but has sadly become a
wned by Newport City Homes,
the area. For years, metal,
nd the outside of the
ric graffiti mixed in

VPC Leader
corrugated

of 3 hours, to
to use the space.

he Cadets had a great time doing
this and had members of the public
stopping as they were working,
thanking them for covering it up. All in
all, a great project and they, and we,
are looking forward to seeing what is
going to be displayed very soon.
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Around 50 intrepid Cadets and Leaders from all 5 West Mercia VPC
cohorts braved an overnight stay in the former HMP Shrewsbury
which closed in 2013.

Cadets were taken on a history tour of the prison in the dark which
included many a ghost story and a special frip intfo the Georgian
underground cells. They learned about life in prison through the ages
as well as the process of carrying out executions.

Following the tours we were then locked in and given free run of the
whole prison for the night.

Team building exercises, quizzes and plenty of hide and seek got them through the night.
Following breakfast, they emerged blinking into the daylight on their release!

ses homel

TR i m i SRa r
. o . - 8
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Plenty of sleepy heads on the minibu

There is a Public Spa tinual breaches of riding
e-scooters in pedestri only illegal to do so but
dangerous to individuals
local officers took action

Dartford VPC cadets were invite
Community Safety Unit and local B
and illegal e-scooters.

Dartford Cadets and leaders provided support, a visible presence, educating

members of public around the use of e-scooters, the risks and consequences.
7 e-scooters were seized, £100 fines were issued, and some scooters were taken
away for destruction, but the main point was around getting the message across =
about the dangers of using these.

Cadets handed out leaflets regarding the law on owning an e-scooter but also took the opportunity to
talk about their tfime as a cadet, the benefits of joining up and asking young people to add their names
to the waiting list and join an ever-growing team of cadets in Kent.
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VPC Units in Lincolnshire have been busy.

Cadets from Bourne VPC had a few visits from
guest speakers this term, including a

surveillance expert, Lowlands Search and b =
Rescue, and our Assistant Chief Constable for ©
Citizens in Policing. v 4§

|
They also travelled further afield and 1448 A
visited the Police Museum in Manchester y -
learning about the origins of the modern
police service, Victorian crime and

LOWLAND ~ RESCUE

B Ch N

active knife
crime facility

It is an immersive,
carryinga knife and b
reality, and look to dispel
young people's lives and social me

g people away from
thinking, capture the
poken about openly within

The project has been built within the station's old custody suite and has seen a number of rooms
converted into state-of-the-art spaces centred around knife crime.
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It’s been no less busy for Cadets in Northumbiria.......

Cadet from three VPC units, North Tyneside,
Northumberland, and Gateshead united to support
race organisers for the Newcastle-Gateshead
Marathon, Half Marathon & 10K event by crewing a

. —‘ T |||| o 7 3 i A‘";..: . . . .
;;.xl «lll"!i’ i JH!!H”!I i’ljﬂ.“,l,l,m_ i water station outside of the iconic Gateshead

International Stadium,along the race route. It was an
early start to a long day in awful weather conditions
for cadets and runners alike, however cadets showed
great resilience and acted professionally throughout.
Good work team!

As the culmination of North Tyneside &
Northumberland VPC units Bite Back

project, to challenge prejudices aroun
food poverty, the Cadets wer
force at the local Aldi
Northumberland Pa
the menu for do
menu cards th

involved.

A procession of boa assed just of f the Little
Haven Beach to mark th

Cadets from the Sunderland VPC u

with the Neighbourhood Policing Team to suppor . k 1#‘
the Motorcycle Disorder team and Sunderland = - sl W Wl |
Council with work on Operation Capio. Cadets BT ol &‘1’ 4 ‘&
assisted with a leaflet drop to promote crime <=7 iy ot

prevention advice around Motorcycle disorder.
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Volunteer
Police
Cadets

Do you have a story ared with everyone?

Has your Cade to shout about?

SCAN ME
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