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Kent VPC gain Royal approva @

A prestigious national award has been given to Kent's Volunteer Police Cadet programme in
recognition of its outstanding volunteering achievements.

The scheme, which was established in 2015, has been awarded

;:; jé; 2 The King's Award for Voluntary Service for 2024 - the highest
Py honour a voluntary group can receive in the UK and equivalent
& e ® iy o8 to a collective MBE.
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- W N Announced on 14 November 2024, o mark HM The King's

birthday, the award recognises outstanding work by volunteer
groups and the support they provide their communities.

Chief Constable of Kent Police Tim Smith said:
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reer, whatever industry that may be in.

for Voluntary Service

‘Our cadets are learning valuable and transferrable life skills, becoming skilled at decision making, and
creating friendships and memories. The cadet program, thanks entirely to the work of our cadet
leaders, gives the cadets an edge in life, and in some cases gives them hope and encouragement to
achieve their potential. 'T'm so proud of the contribution from every cadet, cadet leader and everyone
who works behind the scenes to ensure the success of the scheme. There is no higher form of
recognition than that from His Majesty The King, and as we approach the 10th year of our cadet
program in Kent this is a very fitting tribute to everyone who has given so much to make it deserving of
this award for excellence.’

Kent Police and Crime Commissioner Matthew Scott said:
T have been delighted to support the cadets since my election. I't provides fantastic opportunities for

young people across our county and the results speak for themselves.” I congratulate the leaders and
young people involved for this honour for which they can be very proud.’
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For decades long, with badge in hand,
J stood as strength across the land.
With courage fierce and spirit bold,
A living legend, a heart of gold.

She walked the streets, she led the fight.
A beacon buming through the night.
But beyond the duty and the call.
She gave her heart, she gave her all.

To every cadet she led with care,
She was more than a mentor-she was rare.
A guiding star, a steady hand,
She helped young dreams to boldly stand.

Through every child she helped to grow.
Her wisdom lit the way to show
That strength is kindness, power is grace,
In every challenge we must face.

And for the families by her side,
She ofered love, a source of pride.
Her care ran deep, her heart so wide,
A friend, a force, a trusted guide.

December 2024

Our Cadet Leaders are the backbone of the VPC, without them schemes would not be able to operate.
Police Officers, Police Staff and Volunteers from outside policing give many hours, many in their own
time, to run their units.

Leaders can have a big influence and impact on the young people they engage which can resonate a
young person for life.

The following poem was sent o us by a Force VPC coordinator - written by a 9yr old Junior Volunteer
Police Cadet about one of their leaders, due to retire.

Now comes the day to close this door.
But her legacy will rise and soar.
Her love, her impact, all she gave,
Will echo on, strong and brave.

J, a name to praise.
Her life's work shines, like sunlit rays.
A warrior, mentor, friend so true,
In every heart, she'll see us through.

Her legend lives, her spirit grand,
In every child who takes a stand.
Her years of service, unmatched, divine.
She leaves behind a brilliant shine.

So here's to J, a hero's rest,
She's eamed her peace, she gave her best.
Her love, her light, will never dim-
For we all carry a part of her within...

By, A VPC Cadet, Aged 9
Volunteer
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units are supported by a
eam of dedicated volunteer police
cadet leaders. They support the
young people in the cadet scheme
all year round. Their commitment

&,/5 8 ; to teaching, creating opportunities,
* QE @ L é . and supporting the cadets is
e _ - - unwavering. Without them,
8l ; | A d - Humberside would not be able to
,“ - P 4 = - provide the scheme and their
2 | dedication is seeing their units go
8 — from strength to strength.

From lesson planning, safeguarding, teaching, arranging trips, finding guest speakers and so much more, the
cadet leaders are the backbone of the cadet scheme.
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Humberside also recognise their Cadets " .

'

N

Humberside also hosted their Cadet Attestation for the new intake. Assistant Chief Constable Mike
Walker formally welcomed 46 young people into Humberside Police as they took to the stage to
state their commitment to the Volunteer Police Cadet Scheme by taking their official oath.

The cadets were joined by family and friends to celebrate and recognise the hard work they have
put into completing their initial training since beginning the induction process back in August.

After taking the oath the Cadets will
now have a variety of different duties.
They will continue to be committed to
attending a two-hour lesson each week, ,
as well as volunteering at local events
and activities around the force to
support community teams, train new
recruits.

The Cadets will assist with various
youth engagement projects and mor

Community Engagement Coo
always wonderful to see

"Everyone involved in
people who join us a
of Humberside Poli

and Cadet of the

PC Graham Smith
mother PCSO Liz
Bridlington, to Cad
Smith and Cdt Cowl

Lucy has been commit
supporting her fellow ca
various Independent Advis

ear for 2024 is Cadet Ruby
Hudson ington Unit. Pictured left receiving her
award from ACC Walker.

Ruby has worked tirelessly to show strength over adversity and
has led by example giving those around her the knowledge and
confidence to deal with challenging situations with positivity and
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Volunteer police cadets from Durham, playing a pivotal role in reassuring communities impacted by
anti-social behaviour have received high praise from Durham Police and Crime Commissioner Joy
Allen.

The cadets are supporting the
delivery of a national
trailblazer pilot providing
'hotspot’ enforcement patr:
across 34 communities wi
long-running issues wi
social behaviour (A
disorder.

As part of the
residents how
engagement ev
in communities

Their work has

force areas, an
Year 2024.

cadets for a

nd dedication and
omote Anti-social
h November.

f our cadets and the huge

B ) ~ "They have demonstrated confidence and resourcefulness beyond their years
' and have built such a rapport with residents and businesses, that people in
other areas beyond the hotspots have requested further information about
the work we are doing to improve the response to ASB.”

"I am so grateful for the willingness of the cadets to give up their time to support the ASB project
and for the fantastic job they have done to increase confidence in reporting of these issues as well
as promoting and personally endorsing the sense of community that our county needs to remain
resilient to crime. The idea for this project was put forward by the cadets themselves and they
have enjoyed seeing the positive impact they are having on victims of ASB. Their creativity is
endless, and their energy boundless. County Durham and Darlington is very fortunate to have them
onboard.”

Through their involvement in the pilot, they have developed problem solving skills, learned how to
identify and reach those affected ASB and have honed their communication skills to / "
understand and record key crime priorities for the public while assisting with their concerns. (3@
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Every year VPC units from across all Police Forces attend
Remembrance Day parades o honour those who have Y <
fallen in conflict. This year was no different.

Cadets attended local events at Cenotaphs all over, a contingent of VPC also took part in the national
parade in London. The contingent was made up of Cadets from Cleveland, Dorset, Thames Valley and
Cambridgeshire, who all took up the invite from the British Legion to be part of the youth section of
the parade (pictured right.)

One Cadet from Dorset said, "It was a huge honour to
participate in such a special day and represent my unit
and Dorset, something which I am very pr
never forget. What a great surpri
would be leading out the Cad
marching past Prince Willi
moments.”

Cadets from acro
their local para
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Wiltshire and Avon & Somerset Cadets get a BOOST!

In November, 16 cadets and 3 leaders from Avon & Somerset and 10 cadets
and 6 leaders from Wiltshire Police travelled through Storm Bert to visit
Gloucestershire Constabulary and experience the ‘Boost Programme’.

Boost is a self-leadership programme for
young people aged 10-18. It is offered to
all schools in Gloucestershire and is
funded by the Office of the Police and
Crime Commissioner.

solve all problems - it is

The programme was divid 7 P eaders learned about
into five modules. ey W s ¥ of the brain and how

techniques such as box
hing can increase

Self-Compassion : ‘ times of difficulty or

Emotional regulat

Building relationshi
re also encouraged to
eir own experiences and
ice kindness and understanding

Self-Care

others through the use of ‘check in their peers and others.

Wiltshire Police Cadets Evie, Charlie, Georg was an amazing opportunity to meet with
the cadets from another force’. Martyn Garrett, Cadet Coordinator from Gloucestershire Constabulary
agreed 'It is always amazing to see the Cadets working together but this was something special. Two
groups of Cadets from different Forces working alongside each other, brought together by the big blue
Cadet family. This is what the VPC is all about, giving young people skills not only they can use themselves
but skills they can pass on. '

The Cadets that travelled to Gloucester will be
sharing the skills and knowledge that that they have
learned with the rest of the cadets in their units
when they deliver their own input about the Boost
i A »
programme in the new year. QQ()”
W A-
:.
o
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Lord Ferrers Awards 2024 |}

Cadets and Leaders triumphed at the recent Lord Ferrers Awards held in London at the  ~ .
start of December.

In the grand setting of the De Vere Connaught Rooms central London, volunteers in
policing were recognised and celebrated.

Winners of the Volunteer Police Cadet Team award

r Lord Ferrers
were the Wealden Unit from Sussex Police for their AWAR DS

innovative and impactful Violence Against Women and
Girls (VAWG) initiative.

The Cadets' program was developed to address a gap in education for Year 11 students in rural Wealden
schools. Recognising that many young people iving any guidance from police-led initiatives as
they prepared to leave school, the C ovide valuable information and resources.
Their initiative focused on rural AWG-related campaigns due to the
perception that risks are conc

The Cadets took an active r
delivered to 760 male and
with information packs co
drink spiking, as well as pr
students were included in
supporting peers, and bein

presentation that was

ale students were provided

, stalking, sexual assault, and
ersonal safety alarms. Male
moting positive change,

Representatives from the t
Joshua, Sid, and Christopher,
Leaders PC Ian Codling and PC
attended the ceremony in London t
award. (pictured right).

This recognition adds fo a growing list of accolades
for the Wealden Cadets in 2024, including being
named Runner-Up in the National Police Chiefs'
Council VAWG and Op Soteria Recognition Awards
and receiving a Commended Award from National
Crimebeat under the Association of High Sheriffs i

Rachel Swinney, Local Policing Superintendent for East Sussex, said: "We are incredibly proud of the
Wealden Volunteer Police Cadets for their tireless work addressing such an important issue. This
award is a testament to the incredible impact volunteers have on our communities, giving up their own
time and energy to make a real difference in the lives of others.”
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West Yorkshire visit the National Memorial Arboretum

Kirklees Cadets from West Yorkshire Police visited The National Memorial

Arboretum in Staffordshire as part of their preparations for Remembrance

“”""""”‘ J Day.

/ [ 4” i | i ”
MC ?“”' P'l‘é” On arrival at the Arboretum, they were met by Staffordshire Police Cadet
é” 'W I' Leaders Sgt Jamie Gotheridge, PC Alex Clayton-Tang and Theresa Brazil, as
" F"ﬂ"""" 'lll | well as two of their Cadets.

L

After lunch, the Cadets had some ti
in small groups with the tasks o
they found the most impacti
throughout the day.

—_\H

They escorted the Cadets to the UK Police Memorial, and explained the
concept of the imposing sculpture. They then showed them "The Beat” - a row
of trees, each one representing a Police Force.
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Cadets from Warwickshire
Warwickshire Road Safety attended the extremely moving
E2 Heislp Remambers service at Old Shire Hall in
Warwick in Warwickshire. It was

. S . well attended by the community,
We will never forget the individuals whose lives have . | .. g Warwickshire ACC Ben

BeeiBSHONONLNORAS: < S\\TTH, The High Sheriff of

Warwickshire, Tim COX the Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire, Warwickshire Police & Crime Commissioner
and Deputy, Warwickshire Road safety partnership and the charity Brake.

The Big Sing choir did a fantastic job

the road safety charity™\
Memorial for Road Traffic Victims in Warwickshire
at Hartshill Hayes Country Park,

Cadets from the Hampshire VPC uni
Connaught Challenge.

or the highly anticipated annual Cadet

Representing Hampshire's finest, Cadets from the Air 2,
cadets, Sea cadets and RAF Cadet forces, alongside ﬂu
Hampshire & Isle of Wight VPC came together in a series . _ N
of competitive challenges designed to test their skills,
teamwork and resilience

This event was presented by the Connaught Trust &
Committee and the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire,
alongside distinguished VIP representatives from each
Cadet Force.

It was a ftrue celebration of dedication, discipline and the
vibrant spirit of youth in service.
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Herts VPC build on special relationship

Earlier this year East Herts Police Cadets hosted the Montgomery County Police
Explorers from the United States. The Police Explorers is a similar scheme to
the VPC operated in the U.S.

The visit built upon a relationship forged in 2023 when 6 Hertfordshire Cadets and 4 leader‘s were Iucky
enough to take a trip to Washington DC to meet with the Montgomery County Police Department.

The trip was fantastic and the experiences

incredible. It was a jam packed week, visiting and
learning so much about their different Police
departments, interacting with officers withi
them and learning about how they s
Within the week they also fitt
and a theme park!

The police related activi

e A visit to the

o Experiencing
school, includ

cing their driving
ice firearms

scenario
e A night with
e Avisit fo Mon ne unit, robbery

e Meeting the Poli
e A chance to see a
e A visit to the Police

quote from the cadets to sum up
the trip:

Tt was a mad week with a lot of
ups and a lot of downs, but with
many good memories. Everyone
really loved it. Can't wait to see
them all next year.’

That return visit happened this year where East Herts VPC were able to give their U.S counterparts
an insight into policing in the UK. The Explorers attended a cadet night, where they were able to join in
with a session and inferact with the police cadets, sharing different experiences in their programme
and our programme.
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Other visits in included:

e Avisit to the underground bunker at Hatfield Police
Station

e Meeting Chief Constable Charlie Hall

e Visiting the car workshop at Headquarters and being
shown the various types of vehicles used by police in
Hertfordshire

e A visit to St Albans Cathedral.

e A visit to the Force Control Room fo learn about call
taking and dispatching and how the room operates

e Trip to Windsor Castle

¢ Day trip in Cambridge including a
punt river tour!

a day out in
plorers and
tower of

They went fo rial,

to New Scotla

Horse Guards Par Police
Sergeant.
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@ Lancashire reach new heights

During the October school holidays Lancashire Police Cadets
from the EAST units, Blackburn with Darwen, Burnley, Pendle
and Hyndburn VPC enjoyed two days of group outdoor activities
at Whitehough activity centre in Barley, Lancashire.

The Cadets chal
overcome som
equipment su
the leap of F
brainpower
the test in t

The weather
us for the ti
everybody go
activities and
themselves.

Once again, thank
attendance of fanta
leaders, without them t
couldn't take place.
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Cadets from West Mercia's North Worcestershire VPC unit have been supporting the High
Sheriff over the last couple of months.

The first event took place in October where

they attended Worcester Cathedral to support
the High Sheriff in his shrieval ceremony and
form part of the "Blue Light “services in
attendance. i

Together with South Worcestershire Cadets

and also Hereford and Worcester Fire Cadets
they formed a Guard of honour to welcome
various dignitaries.

They were then proud that tw
were chosen to take part i
procession.

some of the cases in
trip by the High
rt and outlined the

Court. Cadets sat in
cluding a male
ustody and a case
ching a Slavery

ively new piece of

and and very apt in the

In November the Cadet left the safety o
Worcestershire and travelled to the Shropshire border
where they were once more pleased to assist the High

Sheriff with one of his fundraising projects at ‘The Regal ’

Theatre' in Tenbury Wells. - g

Cadets welcomed local dignitaries attending the event many "%,,;w‘ /» P s

of who recognised our young people from previous events and s, g ™™ oS

were delighted to see them again. And once the reception \ - 8
was over everyone moved into the main theatre where they | ¢
were in for a treat! - —

Dr John BODKIN ADAMS and Dr Harold SHIPMAN were allegedly responsible for over 400 murders
between them. Leading Forensic Psychiatrist, Dr Andrew JOHNS and General Practitioner, Dr Harry
BRUNJES, dissected and discussed why these notorious doctors turned from medicine to murder in
this unique and fascinating medical consultation.
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Cadets in Lincolnshire celebrate

sup
comm
duties such ¢

emergency services

day held by British Oriente

and visits to an interactive knife
crime learning experience The
Happening.
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@ Kent run to raise money

Well done to the Dartford cadets who turned out ona
morning in October to represent their unit in their Ellenor
fund-raising appeal.

parkrlin

START " Care y your v

Following on from thi
Dartford cadets
during the unit s

from the Ellen
thank the unit
£379.80 from
Park Run.

A massive well spring !
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During December all five of Nottinghamshire VPC units :‘;‘?" =
have taken part in supporting a local charity, Bags of ;ﬂf E

Blessings, in wrapping bags of presents for young people
from disadvantaged areas around Nottinghamshire.

*v\n» :
* *l =

All the Cadets got
involved with wrapping

In total, 1780 individual presents
wrapped, which is almost 25% of Bags of
Blessings output for the Christmas
period.

The Cadets should all be really pleased

with themselves, and we can't wait to see
if you can beat the high scores for
presents wrapped next year!
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{ Met Cadets provide Tea Dance support

Redbridge, Barking & Dagenham, Hammersmith & Fulham, Kensington, Chelsea & Westminster VPC
did an outstanding job representing the Metropolitan Police by supporting the Sir Simon Milton's
Foundation in their Annual Tea Dance for the over 65's at the Grosvenor Hotel, London.

The Cadets worked tirelessly engaging with the guest making
sure they were safe, happy and dancing the afternoon away.

This amazing Intergenerational Project shows that the young
cadets are an asset in showing communit
our future generation.

They received a massive ro

when being thanked b

As you can see
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Do you have a story that can be shared with everyone?
Has your Cadet unit done something to shout about?
If so, contact us at —

vpc.admin@vpc.police.uk

SCAN ME
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